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Greetings from 
The Head of School

Add people with whom we have lost touch to our social

media channels.   

Drop us a l ine to tel l  us what you’re doing, or just to say

“hi”.  

Nominate an accomplished classmate for a Distinguished

Alumni or Young Alumni Award. 

Consider a visit to our campus in the future, when a visit is

possible.

Last but not least, consider making a donation to the

school to recognize its posit ive impact on you, and to help

us to continue the important work of preparing our

graduates to have an impact on the world.

MacDuffie continues to work to balance the in-person

experience of our students with the safety of our community.

We have been able to hold Mountain Day, Senior Sleepover,

Candlel ight, and our Halloween costume contest as in-person

activit ies. Our fal l  athletic teams were able to have a ful l  slate

of events, and we are trying to provide our winter teams with a

normal schedule, as well. Our Arts performances were also

able to be held in person.

This year, we introduced a service requirement for graduation,

and our students have embraced the challenge, serving both

The School and the surrounding community. Some students

married the service with their leadership work; take for

example Senior Kiara R., who fundraised and invited the build-

a-bed organization onto our camps. Around 30 students built

beds for local children in need.

Enough about us - let ’s talk about YOU! Your alumni

connection is what you make it,  and we need your help!   

With best regards,

Steve Griff in

Head of School



MOUNTAIN DAY 2021

 





Which grades d id  you at tend MacDuff ie ,  and
what  year  d id  you graduate?
I  j o ined  MacDuf f ie  as  a  f reshman in  Augus t
2013.  I  g raduated  in  2017.

Where are  you f rom or ig ina l ly?
I  am f rom Chengdu,  Ch ina ,  wh ich  i s  a lso  the
hometown o f  g ian t  pandas !

Do you remember  having a  favor i te  c lass  or
teacher?
Th is  i s  a  hard  one ,  because I  was  fo r tuna te  to
meet  many  car ing  and insp i r ing  teachers ,  such
as  Mr .  H i l lman,  Ms.  O ’Br ien ,  Mr .  Tarave l la ,  and
Mr .  Po lga .  I f  I  have  to  p ick  one  teacher ,  then  i t
i s  Mr .  She lburne .  I  kep t  a l l  my  no tes  f rom h is
Ca lcu lus  and  Sta t i s t i cs  c lasses .  I  recen t ly
rev iewed my Sta ts  no tebook  fo r  my grad  schoo l
c lass  and  found i t  super  he lp fu l .  Mr .  She lburne
not  on ly  taught  me math ,  bu t  a lso  encouraged
me to  be  a  be t te r  person .  He is  k ind ,
knowledgeab le ,  encourag ing ,  con f iden t  ye t
humble .  I  s t i l l  have  A  LOT to  learn  f rom h im.  By
the  way ,  he  a lso  t r i cked  me to  learn  to  p lay
u l t imate  f r i sbee fo r  four  years…

CAMELLIA LIU ' 17
From MacDuff ie  to  Harvard

What brought me to
Harvard is  my passion
for quality  education
and education equity.

ALUMNI HIGHLIGHT



ALUMNI HIGHLIGHT

Where d id  you go for  undergrad? What  d id
you study?
I  went  to  the  Un ivers i t y  o f  R ichmond in  V i rg in ia
in  2017 and graduated  in  May 2021.  I  ma jo red
in  G loba l  S tud ies :  Po l i t i cs  and  Governance,  and
minored  in  Math  and French .  
I t  i s  ac tua l l y  a  co inc idence fo r  me to  go  there .
U o f  R  was  or ig ina l l y  no t  on  my co l lege  l i s t ,  bu t
a f te r  ta lk ing  w i th  Mr .  Mor r i s  about  my in tended
major ,  in te rna t iona l  s tud ies ,  he  recommended
th is  schoo l .  And when I  v is i ted  U o f  R  on  the
admi t ted  s tudent  day ,  I  fe l l  i n  love  w i th  the
co l lege .  I  had  wonder fu l  4  years  a t  the  schoo l
w i th  amaz ing  p ro fessors  and  f r iends .

What  brought  you to  Harvard? What  degree
are  you pursuing?
I  am do ing  my Master ’s  degree  a t  Harvard
Graduate  Schoo l  o f  Educat ion ,  s tudy ing
Educat ion  Po l i cy  and  Ana lys is .  And to  be
hones t ,  I  s t i l l  haven ’ t  d iges ted  the  fac t  tha t  I  am
at  Harvard…
I  th ink  what  b rought  me to  Harvard  i s  my
pass ion  fo r  qua l i t y  educat ion  and educat ion
equ i ty .  When I  was  s tudy ing  abroad,  I  v i s i ted  a
non-pro f i t  schoo l  in  Nepa l  wh ich  p rov ides
marg ina l i zed  ch i ld ren  w i th  qua l i t y  l i fe  and
qua l i t y  educat ion .  I  l a te r  vo lun teered  as  a
teacher  in  tha t  schoo l  and  taught  two c lasses .  I
saw the i r  c rav ing  fo r  knowledge,  and  w i tnessed
tha t  the  educat ion  changed the i r  l i ves .  A  female
s tudent  o f  m ine  was  insp i red  to  be  a  lawyer
advocat ing  fo r  gender  equ i ty  in  Nepa l .  A l l  th is
is  to  say  tha t  I  see  the  power  o f  educat ion ,  and
I  asp i re  to  p rov ide  th is  power  to  more  ch i ld ren .

Do you have any b ig  p lans for  the  future?
I  th ink  tha t  I  have  a  b ig ,  ambi t ious  d ream,  bu t
there  i s  a  long  way  to  ge t  there .  I  went  to  g rad
schoo l  s t ra igh t  ou t  o f  undergrad ,  so  I  th ink  I
need more  f ie ld  exper ience  be fo re  go ing  in to
po l i cymak ing .  My p lan  r igh t  now is  to  work  a t
loca l  b ranches  o f  in te rna t iona l  o rgan iza t ions  in
underdeve loped count r ies ,  so  tha t  I  can  have
more  ins igh ts  o f  the  ac tua l  s i tua t ions  on  the
ground.  A f te r  conduc t ing  p rogram eva lua t ion  

and ana lys is  qua l i ta t i ve ly  and  quant i ta t i ve ly ,  I
w i l l  be  more  con f iden t  tha t  what  I  p ropose
wou ld  c lose  the  gap be tween po l i cymak ing  and
i ts  rea l i za t ion .  

What  does a  per fect  day of f  look l ike  for
you?
I  w i l l  open the  cur ta in  in  the  morn ing  to  a
beaut i fu l  sunny  day ,  wa lk  my dog in  the  park  in
my ne ighborhood,  have  a  love ly  b runch  w i th
f r iends ,  exp lo re  a  new ne ighborhood or  go
shopp ing ,  and  have  a  se l f -made d inner  w i th  my
roommate  accompan ied  by  in te res t ing
conversa t ions .  F ina l l y ,  take  a  ba th  and  go  to
bed ear ly .



 

VISITORS TO CAMPUS

 



Kwok Chun John
Wong ‘15 

Hailie Le ‘19 and
Anastasiia Buiadzhy ‘18

 Hannah  Ehiwele ‘21 

'06



CLASS NOTES

 



1975
Elizabeth (Eglee) Lapointe
I am a retired chef. I have kept in touch with Anne

Kedzierski Woodson, Julie Stopa Guthrie, Connie

Farnsworth Bladon, Celeste DiPietro, Karen Shaw

Sleich, Wendy Simpson. We have had mini reunions

and everyone is great! I live on the North Shore of

Boston and still enjoy cooking & canning. 3 Blue

ribbons at the Topsfield Fair in 2021.

1977
Christy Anderson
I am taking a break from teaching at the University of

Toronto, starting next year, when I start as Editor-in-

Chief at the Art Bulletin. While I will miss students I'm

looking forward to being full time in Western

Massachusetts and the new challenge of running an

academic journal. Our son Innis is in his second year at

the University of Chicago. Although I seem to have a

hard time remembering names, I can still belt out the

Magnolia Song and Summer Suns without any problem

at all! Greetings to everyone!

1967
Cynthia Oneglia
A huge part of my heart belongs to MacDuffie. In so

many ways I have been shaped and influenced by my

experience there. Lifelong friends, RDR, academic

excellence, and appreciation for community have

remained with me for the past 54 years. Who could

want for more out of an experience?

1968
Jean (Pendola) McClelland
I continue to teach voice and Alexander Technique in

the MFA graduate acting program at Columbia

University. I remain inspired by my great MacDuffie

teachers especially Mr. Chapman, Dr.Graham, Mrs.

Wilson and Ms. Gower. Still hoping to connect with

Allyson Latta.

1976
Lauren Strout Koken
My “best wishes to an independent bunch of educated

women of moral fiber, grit and wit.”

1967
Andrea Lange
Retired in 2019 as Associate Provost and Associate

Professor and relocated to El Segundo, CA. Have 4

grandchildren with another on the way! If anyone from

the class of '67 lives in the Los Angeles area please let

me know (langeandrea92@gmail.com).

1968
Susan Corcoran
Armed with a very strong academic education from

MacDuffie, I've had a varied and rewarding personal

and professional career: marriage and two civically

engaged children; and stints as Peace Corps

volunteer, health policy analyst, Planned Parenthood

Development director, and public interest attorney with

ACLU and capping my professional career as a now

retired volunteer attorney for victims of domestic

violence.



Elizabeth Lapointe '75 Cynthia Oneglia '67

Lauren Strout Koken's brother Kenin Strout, late husband
Bernd Krafft Koken, and mother Beverly Lynch, who
worked at MacDuffie in Alumni Development.

Andrea Lange '67

Please email communications@macduffie.org with
updates, photos, or alumni notes. 



FALL PLAY CLUE
 

 



 

WINTER MUSICAL  

 





SPRING IMPROV

 



I  grew up in  Spr ingf ie ld ,  down the
hi l l ,  so  to  speak,  f rom MacDuff ie .  A
preparatory  school  for  g i r ls  seemed
l ike  another  wor ld  to  me then.  I
a t tended Classica l  H igh School  and
was one of  2 ,000  students  there .  I
loved my h igh school !  There  is  no
other  way to  say  i t .  I t  was there  that  I
s tar ted to  f ind my voice  as  a  wr i ter
and a  learner .  The teachers  I  had,
moreover ,  were  among the  best  I  have
ever  known,  inc luding those I  met  as
an undergraduate  a t  Dar tmouth
Col lege and a  graduate  s tudent  a t
Georgetown Univers i ty .  

CAROL TOMKIEL
Engl ish Chairperson and Teacher

There is  not  one class ,  or
group,  or even one set  of
accomplished goals  that
define for me my time at
MacDuffie .  Rather,  i t  is
the overal l  sense of
purpose and gratitude I
feel  when I  think of  al l
that  has been.

FACULTY HIGHLIGHT



FACULTY HIGHLIGHT

The credent ia ls  I  earned in  col lege
and graduate  school  cer ta in ly  opened
the door  to  my teaching at  MacDuff ie ,
but  i t  was the  respect  I  found for  the
teaching profession,  f i rs t  in  my
fami ly  home and then at  my publ ic
h igh school ,  that  provided the
foundat ion for  my teaching.  
What  has kept  me at  i t  for  37  years ,
however ,  has been my students  and
the unique communi ty  they have
helped shape.  There  is  not  one c lass,
or  group,  or  even one set  of
accompl ished goals  that  def ine  for
me my t ime at  MacDuff ie .  Rather ,  i t  is
the  overa l l  sense of  purpose and
grat i tude I  fee l  when I  th ink  of  a l l  that
has been.  I  s t i l l  remember  my f i rs t
day.  I  was dressed in  my b lack
pumps,  my best  dress,  and the  pear l
necklace my parents  gave me as  a
graduat ion present .  I  was gathered
wi th  everyone e lse:  . .s tudents  (  a l l
g i r ls  in  1984) ,  s ta f f ,  and teachers
outs ide  of  Rutenber  Hal l ,  awai t ing the
r inging of  the  be l l  to  announce the
star t  o f  a  new school  year .  I f  I  was
nervous on my f i rs t  day of  my f i rs t
rea l  job. . .and no doubt  I  was,  any
apprehension was quick ly  d ispel led
as Ki rsten L ight  and Joy Goodhue,
two of  my soon- to-be f reshmen
students ,  came up to  me and asked i f
I  was to  be  the i r  new teacher .  Upon
conf i rmat ion,  they prompt ly  put  the i r
arms through mine and ushered me
into  the  audi tor ium.  The faces have
changed s ince that  f i rs t  day.  For  one,
we became co-ed.  And our  campus is
now in  a  d i f ferent  town,  but  my 

s tudents  have  con t inued to  buoy  and
gu ide  me to  more  than  I  cou ld  have
expec ted  when I  f i r s t  began what  I  th ink
o f  as  much more  than  a  career .  Today ,  I
am the  sen io r  teacher  on  s ta f f
(a longs ide ,  I  am so  g lad  to  say ,  my
f r iend  and co l league,  Mr .  Greg  Venne l l ) .
The  ch i ld ren  o f  my fo rmer  s tudents  a re
now my s tudents .  On th is  F r iday
a f te rnoon be fo re  Spr ing  Break ,  I  am
th ink ing  o f  how qu ick ly  the  years  have
passed and o f  so  many  o f  the  s tudents  I
have  known.  I  am th ink ing ,  too ,  o f  the
Advanced P lacement  Sen io r  Eng l i sh
c lass  I  jus t  le f t :  o f  our  un i t  on  Zora
Nea le  Hurs ton ,  our  p izza  par ty  to
ce lebra te  b reak ,  and  our  work  w i th  the
Wr i t ing  Lab .  L ike  the  s tudents  be fo re
them,  my s tudents  today  con t inue  to
cha l lenge me,  teach  me,  and  share  w i th
me a l l  tha t  i s  our  schoo l .  Who knew tha t
"bus in"  was  no t  a  method o f
t ranspor ta t ion !  To  our  schoo l  in  o ld  New
Eng land and to  a l l  o f  you  who have
made i t  what  i t  i s ,  thank  you . ”



CONGRATULATIONS

 

FALL SPORTS AWARDS



CROSS COUNTRY
MVP Matt Jiang '22 

Most Improved Noah La Chance '27
 Coaches Award Clara La Chance '23

Players Choice Award Sydney Bagwell '23
GIRLS SOCCER

MVP Emmi Nunes '22 
Most Improved Addison Perich '27 

 Coaches Award Samantha Jacques '22
Players Choice Award Sara Avery '23

BOYS SOCCER
MVP Santiago Nogueira '22 

Most Improved Juan Pereira '24
 Coaches Award Davin Winkler '23

Players Choice Award Adam Stetson '24
VOLLEYBALL 

MVP Paulina Chaufan '22 
Most Improved  Brianna Zhang '23

 Coaches Award Piper Polga '22
Players Choice Award  Ashlie Peña '22

WINTER SPORTS AWARDS



BOYS BASKETBALL
MVP Joe Thomas '23 & AZ Allah '24

Most Improved Tuscan Onuoha '22 & Luis Montas '22
 Coaches Award Josh Hopson '22 & Jonathan Ruano '22
Players Choice Award Elon Monroe '22 & AZ Allah '24



GIRLS BASKETBALL

MVP Zeynep Goktepe '24
Most Improved Sam Keser '24

 Coaches Award Laura Orozco '22
Players Choice Award Sam Keser  '24



SWIMMING

MVP Alba Podi '22 & Yuval Jorov '22
Most Improved Icaro Neves'28 
 Coaches Award Jae Mason '23

Players Choice Award Jae Mason '23





In Memoriam

Rhona (Ronny) Jones Pope passed away Sept. 3,
2021. She was a graduate of The MacDuffie School
Class of 1955.

Deborah Champion Geier passed away on October 10,
2021 due to pulmonary complications. She was born in
Springfield, MA, and was a graduate of The MacDuffie
School Class of 1952.

Irene Owen Blank passed on January 11,
2022, from heart failure. She was a part of
The MacDuffie School Class of 1950.



Jane C. Brown, 82, passed away peacefully
on December 27, 2021, after battling cancer.
She graduated from The MacDuffie School
in 1957.

Mary Byrnes Presley, 64, passed on
Christmas Day 2021. She was a graduate of
The MacDuffie School Class of 1975.

In Memoriam

 Susan Gardner McKenzie passed away
peacefully surrounded by family on February
8, 2022. Susan was part of the class of 1955,
and she went on to study education at
Bradford Junior College.



Nancy Elmira Brand Barrington '68 passed
away February 19. 2020. She is survivced
by her husband of 43 years, George, Mary
Brand Kemberling (sister)  nephews John
Brand Kemberly.

In Memoriam

Please email communications@macduffie.org
with any information or alumni notes. 

Dr. Tracy K. (Maranchie) Gallagher, 52, of East
Falmouth, passed away peacefully at home on
Saturday, September 11th, 2021 with her loving family
by her side after a courageous battle with cancer. She
was a graduate of The MacDuffie School Class of
1986.



Jamie B. (Wawryszyn) passed away at the hospice
of the Fisher home on September 24, 2021. She
taught English at The MacDuffie School.

Pamela F. Coleman, 62, passed away in her home
on September 27, 2021. She worked at MacDuffie as
the registrar, dorm parent, and student activities
director.

Michael Serafino, 66, passed on October 28, 2021,
at Baystate Medical Center, Springfield. His kids
attended The MacDuffie School, and he was a
Trustee as well.

In Memoriam





J O I N  O U R  F A M I L Y !

66 School St. Granby, Massachusetts 01033
admissions@macduffie.org

413-255-0000



The MacDuffie School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic
origin, or sexual orientation in the administration of its educational and admissions policies,

financial aid, and other school-administered programs.


